
The Law Reform Commission is an independent statutory 
body established by the Law Reform Commission Act 1975.  
The Commission’s principal role is to keep the law under 
review and to make proposals for reform, in particular by 
recommending the enactment of legislation to clarify and 
modernise the law.  

This role is carried out primarily under a Programme of 
Law Reform. The Commission’s Third Programme of Law 
Reform 2008-2014 was prepared and approved under the 
1975 Act following broad consultation and discussion.  The 
Commission also works on specific matters referred to it 
by the Attorney General under the 1975 Act.  Since 2006, 
the Commission’s role also includes two other areas of 
activity, Statute Law Restatement and the Legislation 
Directory.  Statute Law Restatement involves incorporating 
all amendments to an Act into a single text, making 
legislation more accessible.  The Legislation Directory 
(previously called the Chronological Tables of the Statutes) 
is a searchable guide to legislative changes.
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